
 

 

 

 
RANK/NAME:  
Sgt. Christiana Ball, U.S. Army 
 

YEARS OF SERVICE: 6 
 

CURRENT DUTY POSITION: 
Drill Sergeant for Initial Entry  
Military Police Soldiers 
 

CURRENT DUTY STATION: 
Fort Leonard Wood, MO 
 

HOMETOWN/GREW UP IN: 
Rising Fawn, Georgia 
 

NUMBER OF DEPLOYMENTS: 1 
 

DEPLOYED POSITIONS & LOCATIONS:  
Jun 08 – Sep 09, Gunner and Driver for Police  
Transition Training Operations with Iraqi Police, Iraq 
 

MUSICAL TALENT(S): 
Vocalist 
 
VIDEO(S): 
 
 
 
 
FAVORITE COUNTRY MUSIC ARTISTS: 
Allison Krauss, Patty Loveless, Martina McBride and Trisha Yearwood  
 

BRIEF BIO: 
Sgt. Christiana Ball enlisted in the United States Army Military Police (MP) Corps in October 2007 and attended One 
Station Unit Training with Charlie Company, 795th MP Battalion (Bn).  After graduating in February 2008, she was assigned 
to the 463rd MP Company at Fort Leonard Wood, and in June 2008, she deployed with the 463rd to Camp Liberty, 
Baghdad, Iraq.  During deployment, she befriended other servicemen and women who shared her passion for music, 
constantly seeking opportunities to play in order to boost morale amongst her fellow soldiers.  During that deployment 
she experienced what she calls a “life-changing moment” in singing Martina McBride’s “Broken Wing” and “Independence 
Day” at her company’s cookout, which elicited an emotional response from those in attendance.  She credits this 
experience as the first time she truly sang her favorite kind of music in front of a crowd and experienced the emotional 
response music could provoke from an audience. She is currently serving as drill sergeant for Initial Entry Military Police 
Soldiers at Fort Leonard Wood, Mo.  She strives to be the best drill sergeant possible, competing at Drill Sergeant boards, 
performing as part of the 787th MP Bn’s Color Guard team, serving as part of the military funeral honors detail and, of 
course, singing country music in her spare time.  

 
 
 
 
 

U.S. Army Sgt. Christiana Ball performs “I Drive Your Truck” with Lee Brice 

SGT Christina R. Ball 

1. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4ZJcGbEKjm0&f
eature=youtu.be  

2. http://youtu.be/yqNquWf3G98   
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4ZJcGbEKjm0&feature=youtu.be
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4ZJcGbEKjm0&feature=youtu.be
http://youtu.be/yqNquWf3G98


 
 
 

 

      

 

 

RANK/NAME: 

LtCol Mike Corrado, U.S. Marine Corps 
 

YEARS OF SERVICE:  21 
 

CURRENT DUTY POSITION: 
Executive Officer,  
Wounded Warrior Regiment 
 

CURRENT DUTY STATION:  
MCB Quantico, VA  
 

HOMETOWN/GREW UP IN:  
Eastern North Carolina  
 

NUMBER OF DEPLOYMENTS:  4 
 

DEPLOYED POSITIONS & LOCATIONS:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MUSICAL TALENT(S):  Singer, songwriter, guitarist 
 

VIDEO(S): 
 
 
 
 
 

FAVORITE COUNTRY MUSIC ARTISTS: 
Jason Aldean, Eric Church, Brantley Gilbert, Darius Rucker, Rascal Flatts and Zac Brown Band 
 

BRIEF BIO: 
LtCol Mike Corrado is a firm believer in the healing power of music. While at The Basic School, a fellow serviceman and 
friend was killed during a training exercise.  Devastated, Corrado wrote a song about the incident, learning first-hand of 
music’s healing power. While in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba during Operation SEA SIGNAL, his parents sent him a guitar, which 
he used to entertain the Marines with cover songs.  On his second deployment, he continued entertaining by sharing some 
of his original songs with fellow Marines and Sailors.  He pursued music full time as a civilian after deployment, performing 
up to 250 shows a year.  His first album release on September 12, 2001 was eclipsed by the attacks on September 11, 2001 
which changed his priorities immediately. He was mobilized back to active duty and later deployed for a year to Fallujah in 
support of Operation IRAQI FREEDOM, during which he played music for fellow service members to lift spirits, foster 
camaraderie and honor the wounded.  Since returning, he has used his musical talents to honor his fellow servicemen, 
including Aaron Mankin, a severely burned Marine, who became the inspiration for “Still in the Fight” (original song 
penned by Corrado) and a reason that Corrado accepted his current assignment.   

LtCol Mike Corrado of the U.S. Marine Corps performs “Call Me A Marine” with Toby Keith.  

LtCol Mike Corrado 

1. Sept – Dec 94, Platoon Commander, Guantanamo 
Bay, Cuba  

2. June – Dec 95, Infantry Platoon Commander, South 
America/Africa 

3. Mar 05 – Mar 06, Operations Officer/Company 
Commander, Fallujah, Iraq 

4. June-Aug 07, Company Commander, South America 

1. Stand: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OHnh1N8vn8A   
2. Still In The Fight: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=of7dGa91uO8   
3. On My Watch Tonight: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yJesfljJ1vk   
4. Lucky One (PTSD Awareness): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=92ZyFI3ghF0  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OHnh1N8vn8A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=of7dGa91uO8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yJesfljJ1vk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=92ZyFI3ghF0


 
 

 

 

 

 

RANK/NAME: 
LTJG Katie Spira, U.S. Coast Guard 
 

YEARS OF SERVICE:  3 
 

CURRENT DUTY POSITION: 
Executive Officer, Coast Guard  
Cutter ADAK 
 

CURRENT DUTY STATION: 
U. S. Coast Guard Cutter Adak  
(currently deployed to Bahrain) 
 

HOMETOWN/GREW UP IN: 
Sanger, Texas 
 

NUMBER OF DEPLOYMENTS:  2 
 

DEPLOYED POSITIONS & LOCATIONS:  
 
 
 
 
 
 

MUSICAL TALENT(S): 
Vocalist 
 

VIDEO(S): 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6VzQP_uTgSg  
 

FAVORITE COUNTRY MUSIC ARTISTS: 
Rascal Flatts 
 

BRIEF BIO: 
Military service is in LTJG Katie Spira’s blood.  As the daughter of a Captain and fighter pilot in the Belgian Air Force, she 
grew up listening to military stories which instilled in her a reverence and loyalty for the Armed Forces, and she looked 
forward to the day when it would be her turn to serve her country. After graduating from the Coast Guard Academy in 
May 2011, she began serving in Patrol Forces Southwest Asia (PATFORSWA), where she put in more than 2,500 
operational hours in a nine-month timespan, and has the unique challenge of being the only woman in a crew of 22. Spira 
says this experience has broadened her perspective, making her a tougher person, a better ship driver, a stronger leader 
and making her extremely grateful about where she comes from.   Music plays a big role in her military life: She sings every 
chance she gets, whether it’s at her desk or with her crew members during long hours of watch.  Country music reminds 
her of home and has helped her through some of her toughest and loneliest moments.  She says, “Music - in its powerful, 
inspirational, perfect way - can turn a truly painful experience into a positive one. It can change your attitude and improve 
your mood in just a few stanzas. And whether I am feeling lonely, upset, frustrated, bored, happy, impassioned, or just 
plain silly, there is always a song to lift my spirits and help me keep pressing on.”  

 

LTJG Katie Spira of the U.S. Coast Guard performs “On Top of the World” with Hunter Hayes 

LTJG Katie Spira 

1. Jun 11 – Apr 13, CGC MOHAWK, Key West, 
FL, student engineer  

2. Apr 13 – Apr 14, Patrol Forces Southwest Asia 

(PATFORSWA), Manama, Bahrain 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6VzQP_uTgSg


 
 

 

 

 

 

RANK/NAME: 
SPC Kelly A. Gregg, U.S. Army  
 
YEARS OF SERVICE:  6 
 
CURRENT DUTY POSITION: 
68G – Patient Administration Specialist 
 

CURRENT DUTY STATION: 
Fort Bliss, Texas 
 
HOMETOWN/GREW UP IN: 
Huntington, West Virginia 
 

NUMBER OF DEPLOYMENTS:  0 
 
DEPLOYED POSITIONS & LOCATIONS:  
N/A 
 
MUSICAL TALENT(S): 
Vocalist, guitarist 
 
VIDEO(S): 
 
 
 
FAVORITE COUNTRY MUSIC ARTISTS: 
Sara Evans, Faith Hill, and Miranda Lambert 
 
BRIEF BIO: 
SPC Kelly A. Gregg never considered joining the armed forces until her older brother joined. Her brother was deployed to 
Iraq as an Airborne Infantry Mortar man and was discharged as a 100% Disabled Combat Veteran.  Her brother returned 
home as a completely different person.  This deeply affected her – and spurred her into action – creating her deep desire 
to help other families whose loved ones return home from service in a similar state.  She has dedicated her six years of 
military service to supporting Wounded Warriors, helping to coordinate flights with the U.S. Air Force to bring wounded 
soldiers home.  She hopes she is not only helping her fellow servicemen and women and their families, but also forging a 
renewed bond with her brother.  Country music is a big part of her life, and she grew up singing and playing guitar.  She 
has many wonderful memories of her favorite country artists, including a once when she brought a sign to a Sara Evans 
show asking if she could join Evans for a song --  and Evans gave her the microphone.   
 
 
 
 
 

SPC Kelly A. Gregg of the U.S. Army performs “If I Die Young” with The Band Perry 

SPC Kelly A. Gregg 

1. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DKpKcZ7io7g&feature=youtu.be   
2. http://youtu.be/CPcpNsJPLDo  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DKpKcZ7io7g&feature=youtu.be
http://youtu.be/CPcpNsJPLDo


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RANK/NAME: 
Staff Sgt. Baily Zimmerman, U.S. Air Force 
 

YEARS OF SERVICE:   5 
 

CURRENT DUTY POSITION: 
Aircrew, Aerospace Medical Craftsman 
 

CURRENT DUTY STATION: 
Pope Army Air Field, NC (AMC) 
 

HOMETOWN/GREW UP IN: 
Ottoville, Ohio 
 

NUMBER OF DEPLOYMENTS:  2 
 

DEPLOYED POSITIONS & LOCATIONS:  
 
 
 
 
 
MUSICAL TALENT(S): 
Vocalist 
 

VIDEO(S): 

http://youtu.be/K3XGXag4B6Q  
 

FAVORITE COUNTRY MUSIC ARTISTS: 
Miranda Lambert 
 

BRIEF BIO: 
While deployed in Kuwait as a military escort overseeing third world country nationals working on the base, Staff Sgt. 
Baily Zimmerman spent her free time singing country songs with her colleagues, and writing original lyrics about the hot 
summer.  These moments reminded her of home and helped her forget the uncomfortable heat.  During deployment, 
she retrained into the Aeromedical Evacuation career field, which provided the opportunity to deploy to San Antonio 
and care for wounded servicemen and women as they traveled home for their next level of care.  She and her brother, 
SSgt. Sonny C. Zimmerman, were close, and she credits him as the reason she enlisted in the Air Force.  Her brother 
deployed to Afghanistan the same day she deployed for San Antonio, and on June 3, 2013, a suicide bomber attacked his 
unit, killing two and wounding several others, her brother included.  Though her brother remained in Afghanistan, she 
had the honor of bringing home three of his colleagues who were injured in the attack.  A month later, her brother was 
tragically killed in action.  Though devastated, she had promised her brother that she would take care of his men, and 
she knew she needed to continue doing her work.  Through this difficult time in her life, country music provided 
consolation.  She credits songs like “Over You” by Miranda Lambert, “There You’ll Be” by Faith Hill and Lee Brice’s “I 
Drive Your Truck” in helping her express her emotions, heal from her loss and continue serving her country.  

Staff Sgt. Baily Zimmerman of the U.S. Air Force performs 

“Red High Heels” with Kellie Pickler 

Staff Sgt Baily Zimmerman 

1. May 11 – Oct 11: Third-country national (TCN) 
escort, Kuwait  

2. May 13 – Sept 13: Aeromedical evacuation aircrew, 

San Antonio, TX 

http://youtu.be/K3XGXag4B6Q


 

 

 

RANK/NAME: 
STG3 Destiny Mills Coates, U.S. Navy 
 

YEARS OF SERVICE:  2 
 

CURRENT DUTY POSITION:  Student 
 

CURRENT DUTY STATION: 
Fleet Anti Submarine Warfare  
Training Center, Naval Base Point Loma, CA 
 

HOMETOWN/GREW UP IN: 
Arlington, Washington  

 
NUMBER OF DEPLOYMENTS:  1 pending  
DEPLOYED POSITIONS & LOCATIONS:  
 
 
MUSICAL TALENT(S): 
Vocalist 
 
 

VIDEO(S): 

 http://youtu.be/xTuP9ffFFnc  
 
 

FAVORITE COUNTRY MUSIC ARTISTS: 
Luke Bryan, Alan Jackson and Reba 
 
 

BRIEF BIO: 
STG3 Destiny Mills Coates grew up caring for her terminally ill and disabled mother.  When Mills-Coates was in second 
grade, doctors gave her mother six months to live – but she lived until three days shy of Mills-Coates’ 25th birthday.  Her 
mother supported her in all her ventures, and five months before her mother passed away, SGT3 Mills-Coates joined the 
U.S. Navy, which made her mother proud.  Mill-Coates’ is just beginning her Naval career, and she is excited to deploy 
for the first time this summer.  She and her husband are both active duty military.  They understand the lives and 
careers they’ve chosen, and anxiously await each time they can reunite.  Through all the worry and fear, Mills-Coates 
credits country music as a beacon of hope and promise.  Carrie Underwood’s “See You Again” is especially personal for 
her because the song is about saying goodbye, but knowing that no matter the time or distance between you, you will 
see each other again.  Though her beloved mother is longer with her and her husband is usually miles away, it is this kind 
of song that Mills says keeps her strong.  Her inner strength is evident not only in her resolve but also in her studies:  she 
is the Honor Guard captain, top of her class and has been recognized as Best of the Best.  
  

STG3 Destiny Mills Coates of the U.S. Navy performs “For You” with Keith Urban 

STG3 Destiny Mills Coates 

1. Jun 14 – Will be deploying.  

http://youtu.be/xTuP9ffFFnc


 

 

 

 
RANK/NAME:  
Capt. John Ed Auer, U.S. Marine Corps 
 

YEARS OF SERVICE: 6 
 

CURRENT DUTY POSITION: 
Silent Drill Platoon Commander  
 

CURRENT DUTY STATION: 
Marine Barracks, Washington, D.C. 
 

HOMETOWN/GREW UP IN: 
Franklin, TN 
 

NUMBER OF DEPLOYMENTS: 2 
 

DEPLOYED POSITIONS & LOCATIONS:  
1.  Dec 2009 till June 2010, 1st Platoon Commander, Company A,  
      2nd Light Armored Reconnaissance Battalion, Marjeh, Southern Helmand 
      Province, Afghanistan.  
 
2.  April 2011 till November 2011, executive officer, Joint Terminal Attack 
     Controller, Company B, 2nd Light Armored Reconnaissance Battalion,  
      COP South Station, Southern Helmand Province, Afghanistan   
 

MUSICAL TALENT(S): 
Violinist, Vocalist 
 
VIDEO(S): 
 
 
 
 
FAVORITE COUNTRY MUSIC ARTISTS: 
Ed Hill,  Brad Paisley and Marty Robbins 
 

BRIEF BIO: 
Capt John Ed Auer was adopted into a loving family at two days old with a Korean sister and Japanese brother.  His father 
was a career Naval Officer who met his wife in Japan at a Naval Base, and came back to the United States to start a true 
American family. Auer and his siblings were raised to love music and all played violin and sang. After graduating from high 
school, Auer took several Naval classes at The Citadel, but found he was not meant to be a Sailor, but a Marine.  In 2009, 
he found himself playing his violin at barbeque dinners and campfires with fellow Marines. This daily routine of training 
and playing the fiddle in his off time was short lived when he deployed as part of the 35,000 troop surge for Operation 
Moshtarak or the invasion of Marjeh in the Southern Helmand Province.  During his next deployment he was able to take 
his violin and mandolin.  In the evenings he would link up with a number of other Marines by the maintenance tent where 
they’d smoke cigars and Auer would play any song they’d request on his violin. As he said, “it was truly a blessing to have 
that instrument.  It made the time fly by whenever we had down time.” 
 

  

U.S. Marine Capt John Ed Auer performs with Lady Antebellum 

Capt John Ed Auer 
1. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zgjq_uwLGhE&feature=youtu.be  
2. http://youtu.be/cqwVLQNcY2A  
3. http://youtu.be/UsEiZyp_fgg  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zgjq_uwLGhE&feature=youtu.be
http://youtu.be/cqwVLQNcY2A
http://youtu.be/UsEiZyp_fgg


 

 

 

 
RANK/NAME:  
Capt. Matt Smith, U.S. Marine Corps 
 

YEARS OF SERVICE: 6 
 

CURRENT DUTY POSITION: 
Assistant Operations Officer  
 

CURRENT DUTY STATION: 
Marine Barracks, Washington, D.C. 
 

HOMETOWN/GREW UP IN: 
Bagdad, Kentucky 
 

NUMBER OF DEPLOYMENTS: 2 
 

DEPLOYED POSITIONS & LOCATIONS:  
1. Aug 09 – Feb 10, Battle Captain, Baghdad Iraq 
 
2. March 11 – Sept 11, 13th Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU), South Pacific, 
     Middle East 
 

MUSICAL TALENT(S): 
Guitarist and Vocalist 
 
VIDEO(S): 
 
 
 
 
FAVORITE COUNTRY MUSIC ARTISTS: 
Eric Church, George Strait and Clay Walker 
 

BRIEF BIO: 
Capt Matt Smith comes from a family of military service. Both of his grandfathers fought in WWII. One was a Medic at 
Normandy and Rhineland while the other was in the Pacific serving as a Navy Corpsman on a minesweeper repair ship.  
Smith admired them both and loved to hear their stories growing up. He also loved to hear the stories of a former school 
teacher and Army veteran – Eugene Hall, the owner of the only music shop in town.  “He was a phenomenal musician and 
could have made millions in Nashville but found his true joy passing the gift of music along to his students. I remember 
one day, we were working on a song. He told me to sing as he stressed it would help me play guitar better. So I did,” 
recalls Smith. “It turned out that people actually enjoyed hearing me sing.”  When Hall became ill, he gave Smith a 
beautiful Martin HD‐28 guitar, and told him he had purchased it for the store but wanted him to “hang on to it” until he 
got better.  As Smith became of age, he wanted to join the toughest thing possible and it seemed clear that it was the 
Marines.  Hall was worried when Smith graduated college and commissioned into the Marine Corps. He knew what the 
military was like and he knew there were two wars going on and that Smith was probably going to one of them. He did.  
Smith deployed to Iraq in 2009 and was unable to take his guitar. Halfway through his deployment, he learned that Hall 
had passed away.  “To this day, I am saddened that I was unable to properly say goodbye to Mr. Hall. As a Veteran, I know 
he would have understood but I don’t know if he will ever know how much of a positive impact he had on me.”   

 

U.S. Marine Capt Matt Smith performs with member of Lady Antebellum 

Capt Matt Smith 

1.  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zgjq_uwLGhE&feature=youtu.be  

2.  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iJsMvQG6SHo&feature=youtu.be 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zgjq_uwLGhE&feature=youtu.be
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iJsMvQG6SHo&feature=youtu.be

